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Humorous definitions.
[A.D
of Network1 has been often quoted with sportive malign as obscuring a thing in itself very plain. But to these frivc censures no other answer is necessary than that with whicl are furnished by his own Preface.
' To explain, requires the use of terms less abstruse than that vi is to be explained, and such terms cannot always be found. F< nothing can be proved but by supposing something intuitively kn and evident without proof, so nothing can be defined but by the u words too plain to admit of definition3. Sometimes easier words changed into harder; as, burial, into sepulture or interment; dry\ desiccative; dryness, into siecity or aridity; Jit, into paroxisin; foi easiest word, whatever it be, can never be translated into one i easy.'
His introducing his own opinions, and even prejudices, til general definitions of words, while at the same time the orig meaning of the words is not explained, as his Tmy*, Wt Pension1, Oats8, Excise9, and a few more, cannot be i
1  'Network.   Anything reticulated or decussated, at equal distances, with interstices between the intersections.1 Reticulated   is   defined   ' Made   of network;    formed   with   interstitial vacuities.'
2  ' That part of my work on which I expect malignity most frequently to fasten is the Explanation. . . . Such is the fate of hapless lexicography, that not only darkness,  but  light, impedes   and distresses  it;   things may be not only too little, but too much known,  to be   happily  illustrated.'   Johnson's Works, v. 34.
J In the original 'to admit a definition.1   Ib.
4  In the original, 'drier.' Ib. 38.
5  ' Tory.    (A cant term derived, I suppose, from an Irish word signifying a savage.)    One who adheres to the ancient constitution of the state, and the apostolical hierarchy of the Church of England :   opposed to a whig.'
6  ' Whig.   The name of a faction.' LordMarchmontOwjf, May 12,1778) said that 'Johnson was the first that
brought Whig and Tory into a tionary.' In this he was mistf In the fourth edition of Dr. A Littleton's Linguae Latinae J Dictionaritts, published in 1703, V is translated Homo Janntiats, tiosus; Whiggism, Eiithusias Perducllio; Tory, bog-trotter Irish robber, Praeiio Hibcrw Tory opposed to whig, jRcfft'a fartiitm assertor. These dcfinii are not in the first edition, publi in 1678. A pensioner or i [M6ej] person is rendered Men rius.
7  'Pension.   An allowance n to any one without an equivalent. England it is generally unders to mean pay given to a state hire for treason to his country.'   Pensi is defined as ' One who is suppc by an allowance paid at the wi another ; a dependant.'   These nitions remain in the fourth edi corrected by Johnson in 1773.
8  ' Oats.   A grain which in I land is generally given to horses in Scotland supports the people.'ors, with his city wife and her niece, were sufficiently ridiculous when they came into good company.' Mr. Crokcr (Soswc/l,
